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Здравствуйте, Дэвид.

Hello, David.
Perhaps you won't be surprised if we admit that awareness of the fact that you will read this letter makes us feel like tongue-tied fools.

  "We" – it is a small community of your Russian-speaking fans under the meaningful name -"Wenhamania". That is why, we ask for your forgiveness in advance for our welter, enthusiasm and mistakes in English. Although this letter have been composed for nearly a year.

  Wenhamania had appeared six years ago, when a group of quite reasonable-looking ladies, who were fond of you and your talent, tried to define the diagnosis to their state of minds.

    So far we have existed quietly and peacefully in our little fan world, making a fan-site dedicated to you (http://wenhamania.narod.ru), collecting all your films, including those of them that you’ve probably already forgotten, spending hours in the discussions of your creativity, translating hundreds of articles and interviews into Russian, and writing reviews.

   And there are several good reasons that inspired us to write this letter.

   Our Wenhamania has an English-language section and the accounts on YouTube and Twitter “Wow, someone in Russia loves David Wenham too!” - every now and then we read the comments of our English-speaking guests. Sometimes it amuses us, but more often it afflicts us. May be, Russia seems to be on the other planet. But you cannot imagine how close are your understanding of human relationships and your Australian films to the true Russian soul.

  But judging from your movies, you should have a very sad visualization of our people as a nation of drug dealers and "Russian dolls" who dream to get married to an Australian. Honestly we hope you don’t think so. After all you were lucky enough to perform in "The Seagull" on stage.

  We would like to get a chance to break the stereotypes. And if you take the time to have a look at our forum (http://wenhamaniaforum.ucoz.ru) using the Google-translator, you will not have to blush. ))) Though may be it would be blush of modesty.
   We speak the language of Chekhov, Tolstoy, Tchaikovsky, and it unites your sincere admirers from different parts of the world - from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Germany, Israel and so on.

   Usually those who come to Russian Wenhamania are attracted to your blockbuster facade. But they stay there falling in love with your versatile talent and wonderful personal merits. Not for nothing the favorites of Wenhamania are Father Damien and Johnny Spitieri, Luke and Doug, Andrew Fraser and Eddie Harnovey.

   Each of your new movies is a real feast for Wenhamania. These are not just empty words. It is almost a cry from the heart. At first we just wanted to hint gently.... but finally we decided to speak openly: PLEASE, star in the films as often as possible!

   The opportunity to see you on stage is the ultimate dream of any of your fans. Though for Russian fans it equates to a flight to Mars. However, having learnt that you plan to return to the MTC stage in the production of “The Crucible”, two of your most determined fans couldn't resist the temptation anymore and bought the tickets to your show! And only after taking this first and the most desperate step they took thought of how to get to the theater in Melbourne at the other side of the Earth.

   And if you are reading this message it means we’ve got here! ))) We’ve got here to give you the greetings, assurances of sincere love, the best wishes and a small gift from all the members of our fan club.

  Thank you for not letting us to be disappointed with modern cinema and for supporting of your fans in the belief that true talent, internal and external beauty harmoniously combined in one person - it is not a romantic ideal, it's a real man. In spite of the fact that he lives in another hemisphere)))

   And special thanks for giving us such a wonderful occasion to get to know and to love your country - Australia.

   We would be extremely happy to see you at our Wenhamania as a guest. And even more of that, we dream that you’ll come to Russia one day. After all, it seems this is the only country which you’ve  never visited.)) 

С искренней признательностью и любовью

Ирина, Наталья и вся Венамания…

With sincere appreciation and love

Irina, Natalia and the whole Wenhamania.

P.S. Please accept our gift, it's Cheburashka, the beloved character of a famous Russian cartoon. Actually, despite the funny looks, he has a lot in common with you or your characters, as you like. He comes from a country of oranges and sunshine, he fights against evil, he is friends with a crocodile and he is very popular in Japan (in addition to Russia). But the most important thing for all of us is that he is a symbol ... of heart purity and devoted friendship… a symbol of the child who lives deep inside the soul of every human being, as we believe.))))
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